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USING “RESEARCH SNAPSHOTS”: GUIDANCENOTE

WHAT IS IT?

An R2HCtemplate which can help you write a2-page summaryof your funded research. The Snapshotis
primarilydesigned to supportresearchersto engagewith policymakers and practitioners,and other
non-technical, non-academic audiences.

R2HC’s Research Snapshottemplate has been developed in consultation with the University of Victoria,
Canada (a top research university globally, with a strong focus onresearchimpact). Many universities
around theworld are now using similar tools to supportresearchersto communicate their findings
effectively to wider audiences.

WHO IS IT FOR?

Any R2HCresearch teams who wantan easyway of communicating their research findingsin an
accessible, shortsummary form can use the Snapshot. FromCall 6 onwards, research teams are
required to complete a Research Snapshotwhen theycometo theend of their grant,and to submitit to
R2HCfor publication on our website.

HOW WOULD | USEA RESEARCH SNAPSHOT?

e Printoutcopiesto give to audiences atdissemination events and presentations.

e Takeit to meetings with key stakeholders;or senditoverinadvanceasaprimer for the
conversation.

e YoucancreatedifferentSnapshots fordifferentaudiences, EG: providing information relevant
to a specificorganisation or country.

e Sendpeoplealink orattachment;or putin your email signature/on your website- to easily
connectpeoplewith your research online.

e Note: TheSnapshotwillbe mosteffectivein communicating key messages as partofawider
strategic process of engagementwith a targetstakeholder. Writing a good Snapshotrequires
thatyou understandyour targetaudience’s needs, priorities and interests.

WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS FORMY RESEARCH PROJECT?

e Humanitarian policymakers and practitioners are busyand time-poor- theyare unlikely to read
a full journalarticle. Making sure they can read your key messages quicklyand understandthem
easily is essential. The Snapshots are 2 pageslong - designed to send clear direct messages
aboutyourfindings. It provides answersto questionsthatthese stakeholders are likely to ask.

e Thewriting process helpsyouandyourteam figure outthe mostimportant findings you wantto
communicate- thisis helpful for all your research uptake activities.

e Havinga Snapshotonline makes your research accessibleand visible to new audiences, giving
you the chance forincreased uptake of findings-and perhapsbringing new opportunities.

HOW R2HC WILL USETHE SNAPSHOTS

e Snapshotswillbeadded toyour projectpage onourwebsiteand may belinked in newsletters.
e Wemay also share themwith key R2ZHC stakeholders:suchas R2HCdonors,Advisory Group,
Funding Committee and Senior Staff;and other humanitarian stakeholders in our network.
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WHAT NEXT?

To write a Snapshot for your research project yourself:

Onceyou have findings you arereadyto share,completeafirstdraftand send it to us. Please
also tell usifyou have adeadline bywhen you need the Snapshot.

Thereisin-built guidance on how to write your Snapshotwhich should makeiteasyto use!
R2HCwill provide feedback and guidance on yourdraft, to ensureit's readable, clear, and
communicates your messages effectively. (This review needs to be complete before the final
draftgoes onourwebsite.)

Thewriting and review process could take 2-3 weeks from firstdraft to completion.

Youwill getthe Snapshotin PDF to keep and use/print-and a Word version you can update and
amend as needed.

If youwould like more support:

Ifyou don’tfeel confidentwriting a firstdraft, oryou'renotsurewhatcontentor findingsto
include, we can supportyou to planand write the firstdraft. This might takea little longer-so
pleasetry and give adequate notice if you need the Snapshotforaspecific deadline.

Contact: Cordelia Lonsdale, Research Impact Manager c.lonsdale@elrha.org

WRITING ASNAPSHOT: TOP TIPS

Use shortsentences, and simplewords (notjargon!). Spelloutacronyms. Headings are for
signposting key messages.

Tryand pitch writing style and contentas if writing for a class of smart, reasonably well-
informed undergraduates.

Keep the title to < 15words — otherwise it will be difficult to read.

Thetemplate is designed with the target audience in mind. Therefore, we recommend you don’t
alter it significantly. However, headings are editable if you want to adapt for a specificaudience,
for example changing ‘humanitarian policymakers’to ‘policymakers in Sierra Leone’ or
‘practitioners in food securityand nutrition’. (Snapshots for publication on the R2HC website
should notbealtered from the original).

Since you don’tneed to include manynumbers, butshould convey findingsmostlyin words, the
Snapshotshouldn’'t pre-emptdatato be published inajournal. Ifthisis aconcern, however, just
word the ‘findings’ section with whatever information you feel comfortable sharing. It can be
updated onceyou’ve published. Remember:these audiences are usuallymoreinterested in
information than data. (There area few exceptions, such as if data show thatan intervention
meets-or doesn’t meet-an accepted standard the policymaker is already very familiar with).

USING THE TEMPLATE

Wesuggestyou savetheoriginal template and don’twrite over it. This means you still have it for
referencewhilewriting-thisis helpfulin caseyouaccidentally delete a text box, etc.
Youmightfind it easier to drafttext in ablankword document, then copyand pasteinto text
boxes. (Writing over-longtext can cause the next text box to disappear underneath!)

You need to line text boxes up by eye. Watch that you don’t overspillthe printmargins.
Thetemplate is designed to be printed in full colour. However, itshould be legible if you need to
printin blackand white.

Ifyou've gotideas abouthow we could improve thetemplate, please contactus.
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